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NOBEL PEACE PRIZE WINNER ELIE WIESEL
TO SPEAK AT THE UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON OCT. 24
DAYTON, Ohio -- Nobel Peace Prize winner Elie Wiesel will join the University of
Dayton community Sunday, Oct 24, in a ceiebration of the humanities and opening of the
Jesse Philips Humanities Center. As part of the event, the acclaimed author and human rights
advocate will present the lecture "What Ancient Masters Could Teach Our Society" at 3 p.m.
in the Frericks Athletic and Convocation Center on campus.
The lecture is free and open to the public.
"The Jesse Philips Humanities Center is a proud symbol of the centrality of the
humanities to our University community and our daily lives," said Paul Morman, dean of the
College of Arts and Sciences. "In dedicating our new home for the humanities, we choose to
bring our community together around the theme of 'nurturing the aspirations of the human
spirit.' Elie Wiesel represents, in word and deed, the enduring power of this human spirit. "
Wiesel was born in Transylvania (now Romania) in 1928 and spent his early years
devotedly studying the Talmud and other Jewish texts. When he was 15, Nazis invaded his
village and deported him, his parents and three sisters to the Auschwitz death camp. His
mother and one sister perished there. His father died in Buchenwald.
After the war, Wiesel settled in Paris, where he attended the Sorbonne and worked as
~

a correspondent for Jewish and French publications. . His discussions with Nobel Prize•

winning novelist Francois Mauriac prompted him to break a self-imposed silence and write
about his death camp experiences. In 1958, he published Night, a book that ranks with The
Diary of Anne Frank as one of the most significant writings on the Holocaust.

"For (more than) 25 years, Elie Wiesel has been in one form or another a witness -- a
witness to the range, bestiality and completeness of the destruction of European Jewry by the
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Germans," wrote Tom Lask of The New York Times. "Auschwitz informs everything he
writes -- novels, legends, dialogues. He is not belligerent about it, only unyielding."

,

Wiesel has published more than 30 books and dramatic works, inCluding the prizewinning novels A Beggar in Jerusalem, The Testament and The Fifth Son. His most recent
books published in the United States are Sages and Dreamers and The Forgotten.
A vehement supporter of human rights and peace, Wiesel has championed the causes
of Soviet Jews, South African apartheid victims, Argentina's "disappeared," war victims in the
former Yugoslavia, the starving in Africa, Kurds, Cambodian refugees and others.
He received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1986 for his humanitarian efforts.
month~

Three

later he established the Elie Wiesel Foundation for Humanity to promote human rights

and peace by creating a forum for discussing ethical issues.
His other honors include: the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the U.S. Congressional
Gold Medal, and the Medal of Liberty Award and rank of Grand Officer in the French Legion
of Honor. In 1978, President Jimmy Carter named him chair of the President's Commission
on the Holocaust and later chair of the United States Holocaust Memorial Council.
A U.S. citizen since 1963, Wiesel is a University Professor and Andrew W. Mellon
Professor in the Humanities at Boston University.
During the Oct. 24 celebrations, UD will present Wiesel with an honorary doctoral
degree for his contributions to the humanities. Also, a dedication and blessing of the Jesse
Philips Humanities Center will be held from 1 to 1:30 p.m. on the center's plaza. The events
are part of UD's yearlong celebration marking the opening of the Jesse Philips Humanities
Center.
"Professor Wiesel comes as a witness to remind us that we must remember the past if
we hope to sustain our human community in the future," Morman said. "As we dedicate this
building, his words and visit will remind us of the enduring reasons for the study of the
humanities."

•

-30To interview Paul Morman, call (513) 229-2601. For more information or photos, call
Candace Stuart at (513) 229-3257.

